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Society for Indian Ocean Studies

Following the initiative of Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi in 1981 to send a delegation to Antarctica for setting 
up the Department of Ocean Development, Shri P. N. Haksar, 
Prof. S. Nurul Hasan and Prof. Satish Chandra took the 
initiative to set up the Society for Indian ocean Studies 
(SIOS), as a non-profit initiative stimulating India’s profile in 
ocean affairs.

The aims and objectives of the Society are to initiate, 
coordinate and promote the various aspects of Indian Ocean 
Region connected with its history, geography, living and non-
living resources,legal regimes as well as those connected with 
strategic, scientific, technical, social and economic factors.

In its endeavour to promote awareness of ocean affairs, 
the Society has held a number of national and international 
seminars such as “Climate Change”; Culture, Trade and 
Development in South East Asia”; “ India’s Look East Asia 
Policy”; India and South Africa-An Emerging Partnership”; 
Indian Ocean and Central Asian Land-locked States”; “Arc of 
Peace and Prosperity in the Indo=Pacific region”; “ Emerging 
Geopolitics in the Indian Ocean” and recently “Strategic 
Outlook of the Countries in the Bay of Bengal Region in the 
Post-COVID Era”.

The Society also publishes the Journal of Indian Ocean 
studies, three issues a year, which has completed 28 years 
publication with 700 copies of each issue, for 
parliamentarians, Indian Navy and Coast Guard, Foreign 
Attaches and libraries, both in India and abroad.
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